NICHOLAS HORNER
world, I should be telling a great lie; for I have been a thriv-
ing man all my lifetime, and should want for nothing had I
but content. But indeed I have crosses enough, through a
damned scolding wife at home, who, though I am the best
of husbands to her, and daily do my utmost endeavour to
make her and my children happy, yet is she always raving
and scolding about the house like a madwoman, insomuch
that I am daily teased out of my life. Nay, if there's any
such thing as perpetual motion, as some virtuosos affirm,
I am sure it is in my wife's tongue; for it never lies still
from morning till night. Nay, scolding is become so habitual
to her that she cannot forbear it even in her sleep. Where-
fore, could any man tell me a remedy that would cure it, I
have a hundred pounds about me in gold and silver which
I would freely give him with all my heart for so great a
benefit as I should receive by taming this confounded
shrew/'
At the mention of the agreeable name of a hundred
pounds Horner pricked up both his ears and answered:
" Sir, I will first tell you the ingredients which enter into
the composition of a scold, and the cause of a distemper
being truly known, 'twill be the more easy to complete the
cure. You must understand, then, that Nature, in making
an*arrant scold, first took of the tongues and galls of bulls,
bears, wolves, magpies, parrots, cuckoos and nightingales,
each a like number; the tongues and tails of vipers,
adders, snails and lizards, six apiece; aurum julminans^
aquafortis and gunpowder, of each one pound; the clappers
of seventeen bells and the pestles of thirty apothecaries'
mortars. These being all mixed together, she calcined them
in Mount Strombolo, and dissolved the ashes in water
taken just under London Bridge at three-quarters* flood;
she then filtrated the whole through the leaves of Calepine's
Dictionary^ to render the operation more verbose, after
which she distilled it a second time through a speaking
trumpet, and closed up the remaining spirits in the mouth
of a cannon.
" Then  she opened the graves of all newly deceased
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